
A new kind of

Wilderness



LOGLINE
On a small farm in the Norwegian forest, a family seeks a 
wild free existence. However, after a tragic event changes 
everything, they are forced from their idyllic farm and into 
the expectations of modern society.

SYNOPSIS
On a small farm in a Norwegian forest, the Paynes live a 
purposefully isolated life, aiming to be wild and free. Maria 
and Nik, along with their four children Ulv, Falk, Freja, and 
Ronja are self-sufficient. They practice home-schooling 
and strive for a closely-knit family dynamic in harmony 
with nature. However, when tragedy strikes the family, it 
upends their idyllic world and forces them to forge a new 
path into modern society.
					   
In A NEW KIND OF WILDERNESS, filmmaker Silje Evensmo 
Jacobsen captures an intimate and soulful portrait of love, 
life, and growing up. The Paynes’ journey, their triumphs 
and struggles, invite reflection on our own life choices, 
our responsibility to the planet and our children, and how 
we navigate life after loss.
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A NEW KIND OF WILDERNESS IS AN INTIMATE STORY THAT 
DELVES INTO OUR LIFE CHOICES, OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO 

THE PLANET, OUR CHILDREN AND HOW WE NAVIGATE LIFE 
AFTER A SIGNIFICANT LOSS



I started following Maria’s blog WildandFree.no ten years ago, and became fascinated by her and her 
family’s life project: A Norwegian-English couple raising their four bilingual kids in the Norwegian woods 
visualized through her captivating photos and stories. 

Maria showed how they pursued their dream – jumping off the rat race, being together, living close to 
nature, and being self-sufficient and independent. She described how her children learned from nature, 
about home-schooling, home births, and co-sleeping. She did it all so earnestly, showing both the magical 
and the challenging aspects. I admired her, as the family represents a lifestyle and mindset that I found 
inspiring. 

I reached out to Maria, who warmly welcomed me into their lives. When we met we instantly connected. 
She wanted to share, and I was let in to tell their story through a documentary film. I experienced her 
dedication to a film because their lifestyle could influence and inspire others, showing that it was possible 
to live as they did. It wasn’t easy, far from it; it involved hard work and many battles, but it was a fulfilled 
life and a rush of freedom in it. For various reasons, the filming was put on hold, and one day a post on 
her blog hit me hard; she was sick, diagnosed with cervical cancer that had spread. When I reunited with 
the family in 2019, after a decade, Maria wasn’t with us anymore. 

Even though I only met Maria a few times, losing her felt like losing a close friend. I felt this urgency to 
capture her world visually. For me, the best way to do that was to show her story through her family, her 
children, and their way of life - but now also with a deeper dimension—how they coped after such a 
huge loss while making sure Maria’s spirit lived on through her photos and stories. 

When I asked Nik, Ronja, Freja, Falk, and Ulv if I could film them after Maria’s passing, they said yes. 
I believe that one of the reasons Nik was positive about me making a film and following him and his 
children so closely, in their personal crisis, was because they already knew me as a filmmaker, a mother, 
and a friend. They knew my connections with Maria and knew that she wanted me to make a film and 
they believed Maria was somehow involved, connecting me to them. 

A NEW KIND OF WILDERNESS has become a personal story that I am looking forward to sharing with the 
world. I have been drawn into their intimate and intriguing universe, and I believe it is a film that families 
around the world can see together, be engaged with, and feel something deep within. On how we live 
our lives, and to the core of it, what it is to be human.

It’s also a story about loss, how people experience loss in different ways, what roles you take in a family, 
and how we can see and understand children in grief. And Nik, as a father, parenting and trying to hold 
it together, self-doubting, and vulnerable. Life and the choices we make have many layers, it’s not black 
and white, good, or bad, or right and wrong.

In the end: How can one tell what lifestyle is the right one to lead? The film doesn’t offer a distinct answer, 
but I hope it will create consciousness and spark deep conversations about the meaning of life.

Silje Evensmo Jacobsen, January 2024

DIRECTOR’S NOTES



I first met Silje in 2014 when she came to film us for the first time. She had read Maria’s blog 
and loved it and wanted to make a film about our life project. Maria got on well with Silje and 
we experienced her as genuine and sympathetic which made it easier for me to say yes when 
she approached me about making a film at the end of 2019.

Maria was a very generous person and willingly shared her experiences of what it is to be a 
human being here and now, both the joy and the hardship. She did this through photos and 
text on her blog WildandFree.no. I saw over the years how moved and inspired people were by 
her images and what she wrote about life. I don’t want her wisdom to die along with her but to 
live on and grow in as many hearts filled with love as possible.

Of course, I had to think of the children as well, we discussed it and they were up for it and I 
decided that for them to be a part of this would be an amazing experience and the finished 
film would be a gift to them, which I think it is. Besides, it is better to regret something you 
have done than something you haven’t done in this life!

The filming process was very challenging for us and there were many times when we regretted 
agreeing to it. I am a private person who does not seek out ways to be demonstrative and I 
was going through the hardest and most chaotic years of my life. To have somebody following 
around with a camera was not easy, to say the least. My biggest worry was what the finished 
film would be like and whether we would be able to live with the result.

The children were wonderful throughout - brave, patient, and full of joy - and I had a good 
relationship with Silje and trusted in her. I reassured myself by winding Silje up, telling her she 
was making a film that would be seen by half a dozen people at an obscure film festival in 
“Slovitsia” in the “most boring international documentary film” category. I suppose the laugh is 
on me now!

The response to the film so far has been exciting and humbling. I am sure different people will 
take different things from it. Maria and I wanted to make decisions that would create the best 
possible life for us and our children to grow in. We hoped that perhaps in a very small way 
that might help to make a freer, fairer, and kinder world. I hope the film causes people to ask 
questions of themselves and start conversations. I hope it makes people cry and laugh and 
reaffirms joy in their hearts. Above all people could take away Maria’s message “simply choose 
love.” If we meet the world with love in our hearts then I expect all will be well. I’m sure it’s that 
simple.

Nik Payne
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